Tulpehocken Creek Watershed

Did you Know?
* 54% of the land in the Tulpehocken Watershed is used for
agriculture.

* Blue Marsh Lake (on the Tulpehocken Creek) was built in 1979
to control flooding, and offers recreational opportunities on 5000
acres of land owned by the US Army Corps of Engineers.

* The lower section of the Tulpehocken Creek (below Blue Marsh
Lake) is ideal habitat for rainbow and brown trout. This area is

INSIDE BERKS COUNTY'S WATERSHEDS

Active groups

The Tulpehocken Chapter of Trout Unlimited is quite active with
water monitoring, restoration and fishing in the Tulpehocken.
Get involved!

Municipal Environmental Advisory Councils (EACs):
EACs are a great way to make a difference in the Tulpehocken

community. Contact Robesonia Borough or Upper Bern Township.

Water Supplies

This map of Berks County displays
all of our watersheds. Every creek,
except those in brown are part of
the Schuylkill River Watershed.
90% of Berks County drains to the
Schuylkill River Watershed.
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Maiden Creek Watershed

Did you Know?

¢ If you live in the Maiden Creek Watershed, you are surround-
ed by 338 miles of streams. 100 of these miles are considered
impaired. Learn what you can do to improve the streams today!

'«  °Lake Ontelaunee (on the Maiden Creek) supplies the Read-
b « ingArea Water Authority with 13 million gallons of

L/

*  Water daily to supply over 125,000 people in Greater

?,

. Reading with drinking water.
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* Municipalities in all or part of the watershed: There are 21
municipalities in the watershed; 16 in Berks County, 3 in Lehigh
County, and 2 in Schuylkill County. Visit berksnature.org/in-
sideourwatersheds for a complete list.

* Berks County School Districts within the watershed:
Kutztown, Hamburg, Fleetwood, Schuylkill Valley, and Oley
Valley
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salt and dog waste. This is called Stormwater Runoff Pollution,
and is a major stressor in the Schuylkill River Watershed.

Explore the Watershed!

In addition to the large watersheds described around this map
(Tulpehocken, Maiden & Manatawny), the following streams/wa-
tersheds flow directly to the Schuylkill River and represent 40% of
the entire Schuylkill River Watershed:

Mill Creek: Includes portions of Upper Bern and Tilden Town-
ships, and enters the Schuylkill River in the southeast corner of
Tilden Township.

Pigeon Creek: Includes portions of Windsor and Perry Town-
ships and the Borough of Shoemakersville. The creek enters the
Schuylkill River in Shoemakersville, near the borough hall.

Irish Creek: Includes portions of Penn, Centre & Upper Bern
Townships and the Borough of Centerport. Agriculture is the
primary land use (70%) in this watershed. The creek enters the
Schuylkill River just north of Leesport.

Laurel Run Creek: Begins in Ruscombmanor and Alsace Town-
ships, and then travels through the heart of Muhlenberg Town-
ship where stormwater issues are present. Laurel Run Park is a

popular facility in Muhlenberg Township near where the

Boroughs of Kenhorst and Shillington, and the City of Reading.
Plenty to explore here including Nolde Forest State Park, Angelica
Creek Park and The Nature Place.

Allegheny Creek: Includes portions of Cumru, Brecknock, and
Robeson Townships. The Horseshoe Trail and Green Hills Pre-
serve are popular in this region.

Hay Creek: Includes portions of Brecknock, Caenarvon, Robe-
son and Union Townships, and the Boroughs of Birdsboro and
New Morgan. Joanna Furnace and the Birdsboro Reservoir are
two destinations in the watershed. The stream is known for its
Exceptional Value/ pristine status, and the Hay Creek Watershed
Association helps to protect it. Get involved!

Sixpenny Creek: Originates in French Creek State Park and trav-
els through Union Township. Sixpenny enters the Schuylkill River
just east of Birdsboro.

French Creek: Begins in French Creek State Park and travels into
Chester County on its journey to the Schuylkill River.

Perkiomen and Swamp Creeks: Are part of the larger Perkiomen
Creek Watershed and travel into Montgomery County on their
way to the Schuylkill River. The Perkiomen Watershed Conser-
vancy is active in protecting this resource!
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contributed to poor water quality issues in the Manatawny Creek. The stream was
stabilized and riparian buffers were planted. As a result, 22.3 miles of stream in the
Manatawny Creek Watershed were determined to be restored!

* Municipalities in all or part of the watershed: There are 14 municipalities in the water-
shed; 11 in Berks County, and 3 in Montgomery County.
Visit berksnature.org/insideourwatersheds for a complete list.

* Berks County School Districts within the watershed: Oley Valley, Boyertown Area,
Brandywine Heights Area, and Daniel Boone Area.

Explore the Watershed!
* There are several large parks right along the Manatawny Creek in Pottstown, PA near
where the creek meets up with the Schuylkill River!

Active groups: The Pine Creek Watershed Association, Oley Hills Alive, and the Pike
Oley District Preservation Coalition are quite active with preserving the pristine regions of
the Manatawny Creek Watershed. Get involved!

Municipal Environmental Advisory Councils (EACs): EACs are a great way

to make a difference in the Manatawny Creek community. Contact Amity, Pike, or District

Water Supplies: The Oley Township Municipal Authority and the Boyertown Water
Authority are major water suppliers in the watershed. Where does your water come from?
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What is a Watershed? How can YOU help conserve wa-

The land that water flows across, or under, on its way to a stream, river or lake. Within ter and keep our water d ean?
each watershed, all water runs to the lowest point - a stream, river or lake. On its way,

water travels over several types of surfaces such as farm fields, forests, suburban lawns Plant trees! 42% of Berks County has tree
and city streets, or it seeps into the soil and travels as groundwater through aquifers. cover, but more is needed. Among their many
benefits, trees help protect the health of our

Stressors. Impaired Waters. What does that mean? watersheds and provide cooler conditions for

By definition, a stressor is a chemical or biological agent, environmental condition, exter- our native fish.

nal stimulus or an event that causes stress to an organism. .
Take your unused pharmaceuticals to

a collection program. Don't flush them
down the toilet or pour them down the drain.
They will enter the water supply. Over 2,300
pounds of medication is collected annually in
Berks County!

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) evaluates the
status of surface waters within the State on a regular basis, and determines whether the
properties of each specific section of water meets its designated use. These uses vary
within the character of the surface water and surrounding watershed, and include such
general uses as aquatic life, recreation, fish consumption, and potable water supply.
Surface waters that do not meet the properties of their classification are identified as

“impaired”. Nearly 26% of our streams in Berks County are impaired. Never dump anything into storm

drain inlets. Everything that enters the
storm drain inlets ends up in the water. Don’t
dump oil, trash, leaves, pet waste or any other
material into the inlets.

Many stressors impair our local waterways, among the most significant are impervious
surfaces, stormwater, and agriculture. Agricultural effects on surface waters are the
principal reason for classification of Berks County waters as impaired, and is the pre-
dominant land cover in our major watersheds. These impairments also have an effect
on the downstream reservoirs like Lake Ontelaunee and Blue Marsh Lake. For context,
it is important to note that a large fraction of Berks County is used for agriculture, and
that many miles of streams traverse agricultural areas. Agricultural impacts on surface

Pick up pet waste. Stormwater will carry
pet waste left on the ground into the storm
drains, contributing to harmful bacteria, para-

waters can be reduced by using land management techniques called Best Management sites and viruses in our water.

Practices (BMPs). Likewise, there are BMPs that homeowners, institutions, and munici-

palities can install that reduce the effects of stormwater runoff. Practice environmentally friendly

lawn and garden care. Use only organic
fertilizers and use them sparingly. Avoid pesti-
cides. These chemicals will be swept into local
waterways by stormwater runoff and harm
aquatic life.

Visit www.berksnature.org/insideourwatersheds for BMP examples. @

To reduce runoff, direct downspouts
over porous, not paved, surfaces. Or
use a rain barrel to collect rainwater for later
use on your lawn or garden.

Protect riparian buffers (streambank
plantings). Don’t mow to the edge of
streambanks. Allow native vegetation to grow
freely in at least a 10-foot strip along the bank
to reduce erosion and to help filter out pollut-
ants.
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Want to get more involved?
Become a member of Berks Nature at BerksNature.org.
Sign up for e-news at BerksNature.org. Join us on Facebook!

STATE OF THE
ENVIRONMENT

“BERKS COUNTY, PA«

Inside Our Watersheds is part of our State
of the Environment Program. Download
the series of State of the Environment
publications at BerksNature.org
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Berks Nature's Inside our Watersheds Program is supported in part by the William Penn Foundation. The William
Penn Foundation, founded in 1945 by Otto and Phoebe Haas, is dedicated to improving the quality of life in the
25 North 11th Street Greater Philadelphia region through efforts that increase educational opportunities for children from low-income
Reading, PA 19601 families, ensure a sustainable environment, foster creativity that enhances civic life, and advance philanthropy
in the Philadelphia region. With assets of over $2 billion, the Foundation distributes approximately $80 million in
Phone 610-372-4992 grants annually. Learn more about the Foundation at www.williampennfoundation.org The opinions expressed in
Fax 610-372-2917 this publication are those of Berks Nature and do not necessarily reflect the views of the William Penn Foundation.

info@berksnature.org

BerksNature.org Additional copies of this publication (for direct outreach to eastern Berks County) were supported in part by:

Boyertown Area Charitable Program of the Berks County Community Foundation. Learn more at www.bccf.org.
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